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 An Israeli incursion into Gaza will have to cope with the fact that 70% of the Gaza population 

dwells in UNRWA refugee facilities. As documented below, Hamas has embedded itself in the 

UNRWA schools in Gaza, which have been constructed by the US, the UK, the EU and Norway.  

 

A war against Hamas in Gaza may be fought on the battlefields of UNRWA school grounds,   

  

The following monograph may be republished in its entirety or used with citation. 

 

UNRWA SCHOOLS IN GAZA: A Greenhouse for Hamas :   

 

The ñProfessional Listò headed by senior Hamas activist, Suhail al-Hindi, won a landslide 

victory in the elections to UNRWA Staff Union elections held in September 2012. With high 

turnout of approximately 11,500 UNRWA employees who cast their ballot, the 

ñProfessional Listò, affiliated with Hamas, won all 11 seats of the teachers sector, 6 out of 7 

seats of the workers sector and 8 out of 9 seat of the services sector.  

The ñKarameh [dignity] Listò, affiliated with the Islamic Jihad, took part in the elections.  

Fatah, on the other hand, boycotted the elections arguing that Hamas controls UNRWA Staff 

Union and restricts the activity of its members.
1
  

 

Al -Kutla al -Islamiya activities in UNRWA's schools 

Al-Kutla al-Islamiya (a.k.a al-Kutla), literally the Islamic block, is Hamas official arm 

operating in all educational institutions in the Gaza Strip, from elementary schools to 

colleges and universities, including the educational institutions run by UNRWA. The 

Kutka's strategy in elementary and middle school is focused on attracting students to its 
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variety of activities, that intended to strengthen the bonds with the students as well as their 

belief in Islam, and gradually exposing them to Hamas ideology in order to make them 

active members of the Islamic movement.  

In each school, including those run by UNRWA, Hamas appointed a student to head al-

Kutla local branch. He operates as point of contact for Hamas and responsible for recruiting 

students to the Kutla and organizing activities inside school and after-school.
2
  

Media reports documented in recent years a fraction of al-Kutlaôs activities in the premises 

of UNRWA's middle schools or al-Kutlaôs activities in which students of middle schools run 

by UNRWA participated. Here are some examples:  

November 2008 ï Al -Kutla held, an event honoring students memorizing the Koran in 

Ahmad Abd al-Aziz middle school run by UNRWA. Al-Kutla's representatives reviewed 

their activities in school that included strengthening the bonds between students and 

teachers, disseminating al-Kutla leaflets, posters and magazines to students, organizing 

soccer tournament, supplying eye glasses with great discount for students and teachers and 

conducting a cleaning campaign in school with the cooperation of Khan Yunis municipality. 

Imad Abdin, the school's principle, attended the event and gave a speech to the students.
3
  

July 18, 2009 ï Al -Kutla held an event honoring close to 400 outstanding students of 

elementary, middle and high schools, including of schools run by UNRWA. Hamas senior 

officials attended the event. MP (Hamas) Ahmad Bahr, deputy speaker of the Palestinian 

parliament, praised the students saying: ñthe great excellence of the students of the Gaza 

Strip is the best proof and most appropriate response to the Zionist enemy, and a message 

that the Palestinian people grew and will grow scholars who will be able to liberate the holy 

land from the uncleanliness of the Zionists.ò Wael Rashid, head of al-Kutla al-Islamiya in 

Palestine, expressed his wish that the ñland of Palestine will be liberated from the Zionist 

occupation.ò
4
 

January 1, 2010 ï Al -Kutla organized a soccer tournament in Rafah commemorating 

Mohammad al-Sharif, an operative of al-Qassam Brigades, killed on December 12, 2007.
5
 

Teams from 18 middle schools in Rafah participated in the tournament, including those run 

by UNRWA. Rafah middle school G (UNRWA) won the finals defeating al-Omaria middle 

school (UNRWA)
6
. The event took place in the football field of the Services Club founded 

by UNRWA.
7
  

March 15, 2010 ï Al -Kutla organized a knowledge competition between 16 middle schools 

in the northern district of the Gaza Strip, including schools run by UNRWA. Beit Hanoun 

middle school (UNRWA) and Saad bin Abi Waqas middle school won the competition.
8
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Knowledge competition for students at UNRWA middle schools. 

October 24, 2010 ï Al -Kutla organized a table tennis tournament in Ain al-Hilwa school 

with the participation of 12 student teams from middle schools in the central district of the 

Gaza Strip, including middle schools run by UNRWA. In the finals the team representing al-

Maghazi middle school A (UNRWA) defeated the students team of al-Maghazi middle 

school B (UNRWA).
9
 

November 6, 2010 ï Al -Kutla concluded a soccer tournament in al-Ahali sport club in Gaza 

with the participation of 14 middle schools, including those run by UNRWA (Gaza al-

Jadida and al-Rimal B middle schools).
10

  

 

 

Al -Kutla tournament in al-Ahali sport club with students from UNRWA's schools. 

 

December 5, 2010 ï Al -Kutla activists repainted the facilities of al-Imam al-Shafi'i middle 

school, run by UNRWA.
11
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February 24, 2011 ï Al -Kutla held series of events honoring outstanding students 

representing 30 schools. The last event took place in al-Qarara middle School (UNRWA). 

Mohamad al-Huli, the school's principle, thanked al-Kutla for its efforts to make the event 

successful. Al-Kutla's representative, Mustafa al-Astal, praised the cooperation with the 

school's management and the Education Directorate.
12

  

March 3, 2011 ï Al -Kutla organized a table tennis tournament in al-Ribat sport club, with 

the participation of 40 students representing middle schools in central Gaza, including 

schools run by UNRWA. Students of al-Bureij middle school B (UNRWA) defeated the 

students of al-Nuserat middle school G (UNRWA). Tareq Tabaza, organizer of the 

tournament on behalf of al-Kutla, said that it was only one of al-Kutlaôs diverse activities 

the in schools of central Gaza.
13

  

March 7, 2011 ï Al -Kutla held an event in al-Qarara middle school honoring the 

outstanding students. Al-Qarara middle school is run by UNRWA. Hamad al-Ruqab, Hamas 

senior official, and two al-Kutla senior activists, Mohammad Ta'a and Mustafa al-Astal, as 

well as the school's principle, participated in the event.
14

  

 

Al -Kutla and Hamas officials honoring outstanding students at UNRWA's al-Qarara middle 

school. 

March 8, 2011 ï Al -Kutla al-Islamiya held the ñal-Quds soccer tournamentò in Rafah with 

the participation of studentsô teams representing 18 middle schools, including those run by 

UNRWA, and 7 high schools. The team of middle school A (UNRWA) won the 

tournament.
15
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Soccer tournament in Rafah 

 

March 30, 2011 ï Al -Kutla organized in al- Qa'aqa' Mosque a knowledge competition 

between students representing 4 schools in eastern Gaza, to commemorate the seventh 

anniversary of Sheik Yassinôs death in an Israeli air strike. Two of schools run by UNRWA 

(Salah al-Din and Shujaiya middle schools).
16

  

April 1, 2011 ï Al -Kutla held an event honoring 800 female students memorizing the 

Koran. The honorees were students representing 19 middle and high schools, including 

schools run by UNRWA.
17

  

April 27, 2011 ï Al -Kutla organized a knowledge competition between Khan Yunis' middle 

schools, including schools run by UNRWA (al-Qarara and al-Ma'ari middle schools). Al-

Ma'ari middle school (UNRWA) won the competition, which was held in commemoration 

of Hamas former leader Dr. Abd al-Aziz al-Rantisi.
18

  

 

Al -Kutla commemorating Rantisi by knowledge competition in middle schools including 

UNRWA's 

 

July 2, 2011 ï Al -Kutla organized in Khan Yunis an event - ñ the Regiment of Unit and 

Returnò - honoring outstanding students, including those who studied in middle schools run 

by UNRWA.
19

 Similar events were held in July in Shujaiya
20

 and the city of Gaza
21

.  

                                                           
16 http://www.panet.co.il/online/articles/110/111/S-390217,110,111.html  

17 http://www.kotla.ps/index.php?act=Show&id=444  

18 http://www.almaaref.ps/index.php?action=detail&id=203  

19 http://www.almaaref.ps/index.php?action=detail&id=316  



March 25, 2013 - Al -Kutla held a series of ñcultural evening eventsò called 

ñBreezes of Loveò and designated for UNRWA middle class students in the central 

districts of the Gaza Strip. Muaz al-Sharif explained on behalf of al-Kutla that the 

event in al-Bureij refugee camp was organized to commemorate the martyrdom in 

the path of Allah of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the founder and leader of Hamas. The 

guest speaker, Hassan Maqadma, an ex-prisoner in the Israeli jail and senior Hamas 

operative,
22

 praised Sheikh Yassin for his activity in the fields of dawah, politics, 

military, philosophy and culture, emphasizing that he was ña torch illuminating the 

way towards the victory and liberationò.
23
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UNRWA middle school students in Maghazi refugee camp commemorating Sheikh Ahmed 

Yassin (March 2013) 

August 2013 ï Activists of al-Kutla in New B middle school (UNRWA) welcomed students 

at the beginning of school year. The al-Kutlaôs banner was hung alongside the sign of the 

school.
24

  

 

 

 

 

September 26, 2013 ï Al -Kutla in al-Nuserat middle school B held a ñcultural 

meetingò, called ñReading ï when, how and why?ò with Mohammad Abu Ros, and 

a ñcultural contestò for students, called ñbe educated.ò
25
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November 7, 2013 - Al -Kutla organized a table tennis tournament in middle 

schools, including the New B School.  

 

 

December 1, 2013 - Al -Kutla celebrated the victory in Sigil Stone War (November 

2012) against Israel at Yabna middle school in Rafah (students are seen trampling an 

Israeli flag).
26

 Al -Kutlaôs activists also organized a cleaning campaign in B middle 

school in Rafah.
27 
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Pictures documenting the anti-Israeli celebration at Yabna middle school in Rafah (the 

school received financial funding from USAID). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Al -Kutlaôs poster featuring former chief commander of al-Qassam Brigades and a Hamas 

armed operative preparing himself to launch an anti-tank rocket. Beneath al-Kutlaôs appears 

the following caption: ñSigil Stone [war] - Victory and Empowerment.ò 

 

 



 

February 26, 2014 ï Al -Kutla held in Gaza al-Jadida middle school (UNRWA) and Sultan 

Suliman school a workshop titled ñthe mechanism to develop the activities of al-Kutla al-

Islamiya in middle schools.ò Abd al-Latif Zaghra, head of al-Kutla in west Gaza area, 

attended the workshop.
28

  

 

 

 

Islamic Jihad activity in UNRWA schools 

The Islamic Jihad through its representatives in the Staff Union and its studentsô 

organization al-Rabita al-Islmaiya (a.k.a al-Rabita) is also active in schools run by UNRWA 

in the Gaza Strip.  

November 12, 2013 ï Senior members of al-Rabita visited Abasan middle school in east 

Khan Yunis for having a discussion on student issues with the principle, Nabil Sarafandi. 

Mundhir Abu Drar, al-Rabitaôs coordinator in east Khan Yunis office, Wisam abu Khater, 

coordinator of schools issues in the districts of east Khan Yunis and members of the public 

outreach wing of the Islamic Jihad were in attendance. The principle, Nabil Sarafandi, said 

that al-Rabita activists regularly visited his school and held activities inside its premises in 

order to follow-up on studentsô issues.
29
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Awad Al-Qiq 

 

 

 

Awad Al-Qiq was a science teacher and headmaster at an UNRWA school in Rafah, Gaza 

Strip. He taught in Rafah Prep Boys School, run by the UNRWA.  By night, Awad Al-Qiq 

was a Palestinian militant - he built rockets for the Islamic Jihad and was a senior 

commander in the "engineering unit". 

  

On April 30, 2008, Awad Al-Qiqwas was killed by an Israeli air strike on a workshop for the 

manufacture of weapons in Rafah. 

Awad Al-Qiq was born in the Jabaliya refugee camp in 1975. He studied at the UNRWA 

school and excelled in chemistry and physics. After he got his degree from Al-Azhar 

University, in Cairo, Egypt, Awad Al-Qiq began teaching in UNRWA schools and was 

rapidly promoted. At a relatively early age he was appointed principal of the Ibn Sina 

elementary school, and after that chosen by UNRWA as principal of a junior high school in 

Rafah, a post he held until he was killed by the Israeli Air Force. 



As a high school student Awad Al-Qiq joined the Islamic Jihad and was active in its student 

organization. After graduation he joined the PIJôs military-terrorist wing, the Al-Quds 

Battalions, where his technological training was fully exploited. He was one of the senior 

operatives responsible for developing and manufacturing rockets for the PIJ, and prepared 

bombs and other weapons for them, as well as training new generations of ñengineersò.   

In the summer of 2006 Awad Al-Qiq visited China, where he became interested in light 

aircraft, possibly either to buy one or manufacture one to carry out terrorist attacks against 

Israel. His involvement in terrorism was exposed in September 2007 when he escaped an 

Israel attempt to kill him. Nevertheless, he continued teaching and running an UNRWA 

school, and indoctrinating children and adolescents in summer camps. It is unclear why, 

after this terrorist activities were exposed, UNRWA did not fire him.
30
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Implicit message of denying the existence of Israel 

UNRWA ï First Semester Test (2013/2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Education 

Question No. 1: Draw Palestine map and mark on it the following: 

 

The City of al-Quds  

 

The State of Jordan 

 

Jarmak [Hermon] mountains 

 

The Mediterranean Sea  


