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Executive Summary:

The  Voice  of  Reason.

Introduction:

The World is menaced today by Islamic radicalism, to a degree that may exceed the threat 
to civilization that was presented by Fascism and Communism.  If Islamic fundamentalism
has its way, the world will be overrun, somewhat like the way Rome collapsed or when the
Mongol hordes held sway, bringing about centuries of dark ages or much worse, especially
if ABC warfare becomes widespread.

The West has yet to develop any mechanism to check the spread of Islamic radicalism and 
to encourage, strengthen and facilitate the forces and ideology of Islamic moderation.

It is imperative for the West to develop a systematic approach to neutralize the forces of 
demagoguery and nihilism, which care nothing about law and order leading to human 
progress, but are attempting world conquest under the banner of radical Islam.

A solution based on proven techniques:

Currently, radical Islam is ascendant in parts of both the Islamic and the western worlds, and 
dominates Islamic media outlets.  At the same time, radical Muslims intimidate the Western media 
to support its message and techniques.  The antidote is to provide media outlets with an alternative, 
a moderate Islamic voice to influence those who are most susceptible to Radical Islam.

The time is long overdue to establish an accessible local language media outlet that will provide 
well thought out news and information services to penetrate into every Muslim home, so as to 
provide a rationale alternative to self and mass destruction.  The media involved will deliver a 
distinctly different and encouraging message of hope – in a language and style that would not be 
foreign to the traditions of local Muslims worldwide.

The time is long overdue to provide a platform, which does not yet exist, for moderates to be heard 
and for these potential opinion leaders to communicate with their countrymen, to offer hope, 
encouragement and information so that the individual will choose life and liberty instead of death, 
destruction and disorder.

Since they have not been able to do it themselves, other responsible interested parties must take it 
upon themselves to establish Muslim oriented media services that are independent of local 
governments; that will promote tolerance, reconciliation, communal and individual advancement, 
along with other values that can be transmitted by a series of media and related efforts, tentatively 
entitled the Voice of Reason.



Methodology:
The project will consist of three components:

I. The Center for the Advancement of Civilization.
A non-political think tank to gather information and formulate policies and strategies based on 
research in such disciplines as the Sociology of Change, Diffusion of Innovation, Rural 
Development, Islamic Theology and similar fields of study, to be determined by the Institute’s 
Board of Governors.  The CAC will decide on the methodologies to be used by VOR, 
including media mix, program content, target audiences and the many details needed to get the job
done effectively for each country and the ethnic group to be targeted.  It will supervise research, 
test approaches and develop methodologies to facilitate more effective delivery systems for the 
messages that need to be delivered, develop delivery strategies, etc.

II. Central Administrative Services.
A fully transparent mass communications organization accountable to its governing board and 
supporters.  The central Board of Directors will be here and will be appointed by the founding 
members.  The physical broadcast and other media equipment and production facilities will be 
owned and operated by this organization.

III. Heritage Productions.
This will be the in-house and contract producer of programming and literature based on the 
outlines and methodologies recommended by CAC.  This is the creative arm of the project.  As 
much as possible, product will be placed via local existing media varying from Al Jazeera to local 
newspapers and radio stations by offering syndicated programming, news feeds and features.  
Heritage will also integrate and be responsible for the quality and continuity of all programming, 
clandestine and under its signatures, done by any media associated with VOR.

The Voice of Reason will most likely initially develop land, internet and satellite transmission 
facilities based in Israel to be the main direct mass media delivery arm of the project.  This solution 
will perhaps initially follow the model of Radio Free Europe, depending on the research and 
recommendations of CAC.  Production in Israel solves many security and jurisdictional issues.

A predominant force exists within the Islamic world that firmly rejects Radical Islam.  For example, when a 
prominent Islamic Indonesian leader returned from Israel to Jakarta, his public praise for the Jewish state did not 
interfere with his election as the President of Indonesia, a nation whose population is 88% Muslim.  More recently a 
prominent Catholic prelate in SE Asia commented that dialogue with the Muslim world is needed but that such a 
dialogue must first take place with Moslems who base their ideology on the teachings of the Koran, who stress 
tolerance, self-improvement and universalism, as opposed to those who preach destruction, somehow basing their 
ideology on radical interpretations of the Koran.

The mistake until now has been to begin the dialogue with the wrong Muslims -- those who have no interest in 
anything other than their radical agenda and use each opportunity for their own particular advantage.  Concepts like 
Radio Free Europe have proven more successful than their creators had expected.  The knowledge exists to dampen the
desire for terrorism and oppression.  VOR provides a blueprint for solving some of the World’s most serious problems.

Endnotes:
This is the private initiative of  Mark van Gelderen encouraged by several very knowledgeable friends, who have been 
brainstorming as to what is the core problem and how to transform the problem into a solution.  This concept has been only 
shared with one outside individual who helped present it to the Catholic religious community.  There is no intention at this 
time to present this to the Israeli government and ask it to be a key supporter or backer of this project.  However, we feel that 
Israel because of its embattled status and its rich human resources could be the most logical location for basing the project.
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