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President Trump's 20-point Gaza peace plan which includes a phrase
concerning "a path to a Palestinian state", alongside references to "a
reformed Palestinian Authority" that would be able to participate in the future
administration of the Gaza Strip are the basis for this article.

Peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a worldwide goal and is
also the main core of the 1993-95 Oslo Accords on which the Palestinian
Authority's very existence is based. The ongoing effort to upgrade its status
from an autonomous entity to that of a state needs, therefore, some
clarification as to what extent it is committed indeed to the idea of peace with
Israel. Because, if it is not, any such move would raise Israel's suspicions,
cause counteractions and increase instability in the region.

An attempt to answer this question is made in this study in which | examined
the references to the conflict in over two hundred PA schoolbooks and
teachers' manuals of the latest editions. The criteria of analysis used here
were UNESCOQO's guidelines summarized in the following questions:

* Does the curriculum develop capabilities for non-violent conflict
resolution? (Based on the "Integrated Framework for Action on Education for
Peace, Human Rights and Democracy", approved by the General Conference of
UNESCO at its twenty-eight session, Paris, November 1995, Article 9, and on the
"Declaration of Principles on Tolerance", proclaimed and signed by member states of

UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 5).

» Does the curriculum promote peace? (Declaration of Principles on Tolerance,
Article 6).

* Does the curriculum promote international understanding and
cooperation? Does it motivate the student to understand and bear
responsibility for the keeping of peace? (Based on "UNESCO
Recommendations concerning Education for International Understanding,

Cooperation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms", adopted by the General Conference at its eighteenth session, Paris,

November 19, 1974, Article Il 6 and IV 7).



» Is the curriculum free of wording, imagery and ideologies likely to
create prejudices, misconceptions, stereotypes, misunderstandings,
mistrust, racial
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hatred, religious bigotry and national hatred, as well as any other form
of hatred or contempt for other groups or peoples? (Ibid., Articles 111 6, IV 7,
VII 39, and the afore-mentioned "Integrated Framework", Article 18).

» Is all the educational material (textbooks, workbooks, teachers’
manuals, maps, illustrations, instructional aides) up-to-date, accurate,
balanced and unprejudiced? Does it use equal standards to promote

mutual knowledge and understanding between different peoples? (Ibid.,
Articles VI 39, X 45 and the "Declaration of Principles on Tolerance", proclaimed and
signed by member states of UNESCO on November 16, 1995, Article 4.3).

* Does the curriculum include objective, complete and up-to-date data,
as well as critical analysis of the historical and contemporary factors at
the root of the differences, conflicts and tension between states and
groups, as well as ways to overcoming those differences? (Based on the
afore-mentioned "UNESCO Recommendations", Article V 14).

The decision to use this particular source material was taken on the basis of
the assumption that schoolbooks are the most reliable indicator of the ideals a
society would aspire to instill in the minds of the younger generation. If such
books are issued exclusively by the government, as the case is with the PA,
they also best represent the deeper beliefs of that government as far as its
political aspirations are concerned. In clearer wording: the PA's attitude to the
idea of peace with Israel is best shown in its textbooks.

The Oslo Accords and the ensuing establishment of the Palestinian Authority
do exist in the books. Most interesting is a letter sent by Yasser Arafat,
Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to Yitzhak Rabin,
Prime Minister of Israel, prior to the signing of the Declaration of Principles
(the initial agreement signed within the Oslo process) in September 1993, in
which the following text appears:

"Letter of Recognition of Israel by the [Palestinian] Liberation
Organization, dated 9/9/1993 CE:

From Chairman Yasser Arafat to Yitzhak Rabin, Prime Minister of
Israel:

The signing of the Declaration of Principles opens a new era in the
history of the Middle East. With firm conviction | confirm the following
commitments of the Palestinian Liberation Organization:
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The Palestinian Liberation Organization recognizes the right of the
State of Israel to live in peace and new security. The Organization
accepts the UN Security Council's two resolutions Nos. 242 and 338.
The Organization commits itself to the peace process in the Middle
East and to peaceful resolution of the conflict between the two parties,
and declares that all the basic issues related to the permanent situation
will be solved through negotiations...

Accordingly, the Organization condemns the use of terror, as well as
other violent actions... The Palestinian Liberation Organization
confirms that the articles appearing in the Palestinian [National]
Covenant that deny Israel's right to exist are no longer valid. The
Palestinian Liberation Organization takes upon itself to present the
necessary amendments within the [Palestinian] National Covenant to
the Palestinian National Assembly in order to officially approve them.

Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestinian Liberation Organization”
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(Geography and Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine,
Grade 10, Part 2 (2020) p. 77)

This text is self-explanatory and could have served as a firm basis for peace
education. Unfortunately, this is not the case. The entire PA curriculum is
tuned to war. The moto is liberation from occupation, but the liberation
struggle is violent — in clear contradiction to the commitment to non-violence
stated above in Arafat's letter:

Part of a poem titled "A Refugee’s Cry":

"l am the owner of the great right and the one who makes the morrow
out of it

| shall retrieve it; | shall retrieve it as a precious and sovereign
homeland

| shall shake the world tomorrow and shall march as one army

| have an appointment in my homeland and it is impossible that | forget
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the appointment”
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(Arabic Language, Grade 5, Part 1 (2020) p. 86, and see among the
accompanying questions: "The poet has determined the form of the
return. Let us clarify it, as it appears in the poem.")

The liberation struggle as depicted to grade 1 students:

(Our:Beautiful Language, Grade 1, Part 2 (2020) p. 83)

The liberation of Palestine covers the country in its entirety — contrary to
Arafat's recognition of Israel's right to exist:

A map symbolizing the devotion of Palestinian Christian students in the
PA school system to the general national goals:

-t.

(Christian Education, Grade 12 (2019) p. 93)

Cities inside Israel within its pre-1967 boundaries, such as Jaffa and Acre, are
to be liberated specifically:

Language exercise: "2. It would be appropriate for Jaffa to return to our
bosom."

= 2 va =
ABLESY 348 OF Ul o5

(Arabic Language, Grade 8, Part 2 (2019) p. 102)



Assignment:

"4. We will elucidate the ways that would guarantee the liberation of
Acre from the occupation.”
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(Teacher's Manual, Arabic Language, Grade 10 (2018) p. 168)

In fact, the Palestinian students learn at school that Palestine is the only
sovereign state in the country:

In the following "Map of Palestine and the Levant" Palestine replaces
Israel as the sovereign state in the region, alongside Jordan, Syria and

Lebanon:
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(Geography and Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine,
Grade 10, Part 1 (2020) p. 8)

Sovereign Palestine has been under Zionist occupation since 1948:

"The following chart clarifies the numbers of Palestinians in the year
2015 according to the Palestinian Statistics Center". The second line in

pink says: "Inside the territories occupied in 1948" namely, Israel's pre-
1967 territories:
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(Mathematics, Grade 4, Part 1 (2020) p. 22)

Accordingly, Israel is rarely mentioned by its name. It is rather referred to as
"the Zionist occupation™:

"...The Arab armies withdrew from Palestine and the Rhodes Armistice
was signed in 1949 separately between the Zionist occupation and
each of Jordan, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon..."
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(Geography and Modern and Contemporary‘ Histéry of Palestine,
Grade 10, Part 2 (2020) p. 7)

It goes without saying that Israel within its pre-1967 territory is absent from all
maps.

Moreover, Israel's 7-million Jewish citizens are presented as foreign
colonialists:

Assignment: "l will compare the tragedy of the Indians, America’s
original inhabitants, to the tragedy of the Palestinian people."
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(Social Studies, Grade 8, Part 2 (2020) p. 34)
Cities built by Jews, including Tel Aviv, are absent from the map:

"Map of Palestine" — All Jewish cities are absent, except Eilat that is
given the Arabic name of the desolate place where it was later built —
Umm al-Rasharsh:

(Social Studies, Grade 6, Part 1 (2020) p. 6)
The Jews' history in the country since antiquity is denied:

"...[The occupier] has built for himself an artificial entity that derives its
identity and the legitimacy of its existence from tales, legends and
phantasies and tried in various methods and ways to create living
material evidence for these legends, or archaeological [and]
architectural proofs that would attest to their correctness and
authenticity, but in vain."
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(Arabic Language — the Academic Track, Grade 10, Part 2 (2020) p.
68)

Even the existence of the Jews' holy places in the country is denied, including
the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, the last remnant of their ancient temple there,
named "al-Buraq" by the Muslims (and please note that the photograph
appearing in the book has been cut in a way that would "hide" the Jews who
pray there):



"Al-Burag Wall

lllumination: The Al-Buraqg Wall is thus named after Al-Buraq [the divine
beast] that carried the Messenger [Muhammad] in the Nocturnal
Journey [from the mosque of Mecca to Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem
according to Muslim belief]. Al-Buraq Wall is part of the western wall of
Al-Agsa Mosque. Al-Agsa Mosque, including the wall, is a Palestinian
land and the Muslims’ exclusive right."
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(Islamic Education, Grade 5, Part 1 (2020) p. 63)

The Jews' national language, Hebrew, is erased — literally — from a coin of the
British Mandate era before 1948 reproduced in a mathematics textbook (and
please see the original coin below):
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(Mathematics, Grade 6, Part 2 (2020) p. 65)



Both Israel and the Jews are demonized to a point that presents them as an
existential threat to the Palestinians within the current conflict, which
contradicts any move towards peace with them and, thus, questions the
sincerity of the Palestinian party within the Oslo process itself:

Assignment: "1. The Zionists based their entity on terror, extermination
[ibadah] and colonialism. We will explain that."
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(Arabic Language — the Academic Track, Grade 10, Part 2 (2020) p.
28)

Moreover, Jews are further demonized as enemies of Islam from its early
days:

"But the Jews [in the city of Medina] did not respect the treaty [they had
concluded with Muhammad] and resorted to all sorts of treachery,
betrayal and hostility, which forced the Muslims to fight them."

" = . -, = & - # = -
.i,L'.* L&_».."..‘Z?J'l.* h.’l: 'i"_: 4—7‘&_,"1-"'_: ;;.-L‘P.‘" ..-'H ‘_’E IJQ—«-';‘H: L-Lé.!-l‘ I_,_JJ.'.'.'H.J ¢ ! ﬁ_’_s._rjl' ‘_".,_Q}
.ﬂ—b}.};t’!—j :.-\-" 'ﬂ.ﬁ-l—n*hﬁl‘ ;'_ﬂ

(Islamic Education, Grade 7, Part 1 (2020) p. 52)
Jews are also described as infidels and as the Devil's aides:

"Where are the horsemen [who will ride] to Al-Agsa [Mosque] to
liberate it
From the grip of infidelity, from the Devil's aides?"
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(A verse in a poem, Arabic Language, Grade 7, Part 1 (2020) p. 67)



More seriously, Jews are depicted as enemies of God's prophets, which
makes them automatically enemies of God Himself in the eyes of young
Palestinian students who mostly come from traditional environments. The
following is the first out of several lessons to be learned from a chapter about
Jesus Christ (who is considered in Islam one of God’s prophets):

"1. Revealing the Children of Israel's nature and their hostility to the
prophets.”
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(Islamic Education, Grade 9, Part 2 (2020) p. 21)

The above cited cases of religious bigotry against the Jews makes any move
towards peace with them impossible. Rather, the Palestinian young
generations are made to consider them eternal mortal enemies. Furthermore,
the liberation of Palestine from Zionist occupation becomes religious in
character, with the traditional Islamic ideals of Jihad and Shahadah
(martyrdom) being also involved:

"Praising the Jihad for the liberation of Palestine" is one of the feelings
the teacher is instructed to nurture among his students (underlined
part):
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(Teacher’'s Manual, Arabic Language, Grade 10 (2018) p. 248)

A chart for the teacher explains how to deal with various difficulties,
including one related to lack of information among the students about
the martyr's religious status:

'Expected Difficulties

Some of the students do not know the qualities granted by God to the
martyrs exclusively.

Suggested Solutions

Encouragement of research and quest either by resorting to the
Internet, or to reference books or to the teacher of the Islamic
education subject in order to become familiar with the martyr's status
and his exclusiveness given to him by God out of respect to him and to
his family."

10



T il o m,..n Sl gl

J

i PO | i iy =
\_rl.l.lh.!l [ .'?-'“"‘"' Ly Ll

i : |
b J...All'r 1 ,_Jltmll.lj.’ JM-I.U,;-.A....! ._,....h. a; u‘u‘..m.' ,.:.A....L-;.A.LJ' |.L=:..L L..J")"
e
i Il H :
! | | - &l | - haog
A .IL.._....I _..:»_m' ot -A.P!.l ,: F | ........nz' e Lo '._'.-_‘.\.- Al "[u_-"..i"l'.: ._."’L-"J '.‘.l.ﬁ.m A uv o 4 yiial "
- I
. & :

TR | IO | P . LY | I AR A zal) el % ‘3! e | =R | ol

T TR | B "."-‘1-.""""" o il T T e Al i o f s ui.._..-n.. ;J.,...-n..;l;,(.._l,..llc.-'l
J L5 b el - e - - & g M e

oy 5. i
i i ] 5 e
._..a.;:-' ‘:_:.!i Jasl ot b I Mall Lan

R o fs I W b wi A " e
(e geiall Bl £ g Ol LUS OIS o) gr iy el pe
- - - T b . r

| L

._l.-'
i

'u;'J.. MFLF. L..Q.....'u..h....'u..a.ﬂ..' ,.zn.p J.F-._.!J”'

&, 4 & | i !
al e -...-"'r"'| Llz=dil __,,h A=l 3 ;4._|A..' ._.--J...vﬁ- .,..i._.lf- ..J..ﬂ.';l

I::,....?L..,J.JL-IEJL'..J.FJ,AJI

—

.c.".Lé..‘...!l

—_—

3 . .
bk Ei.,.-i'_‘."'..a\h' ol dnad al LA.IJL.-..' e n_-"_',i‘-!_: l;{.t.-ld,---'-" ‘-g] ;\J-L:' H:’.w‘u L?-:-III-H‘}I = t—.r'l_r-l-""l'

:Eﬁ.- il Lo 51y alll aanad ‘..u "5"-‘5"7"‘.! o ,_5:5‘-‘-:-' ks .,;..1'.:‘ fa o :Ln \'.'I‘) _.......h.,'..' Ll b et

(..an1|

(Teacher's Manual, Arabic Language 1, Grade 11 (2018) p. 74)

Within this approach, terror against Israeli civilians becomes part and parcel
of the liberation struggle, as reflected in the PA curriculum. The following is
the first page of a 4-page lesson that exalts the female commander of the
terrorist attack on a civilian bus on Israel's Coastal Highway in 1978 in which
more than thirty Israelis — men, women and children — were murdered:

"Dalal al-Mughrabi

([by] the writing team)

In front of the text:

Our Palestinian history is replete with many names of martyrs who
have given their souls in sacrifice for the homeland. Among them [is]
the martyr Dalal al-Mughrabi who has illustrated with her struggle a
picture of challenging and bravery that have made her memory eternal
in our hearts and minds. The text in front of us speaks of one aspect of
her struggle journey."
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(Arabic Language, Grade 5, Part 2 (2020) p. 51)

The PA schoolbooks do not usually deal with the question — what should be
the fate of the surviving Jews after the liberation of Palestine from "Zionist
occupation". But an Islamic religious textbook brings within this context a
traditional text speaking of the eventual annihilation of all Jews (please note
the authors' preceding remark):

"...7. The fighting against the Jews and the victory over them: The
Messenger [Muhammad] has already announced the end of the Jews'
oppression upon this holy land and the removal of their corruption and
occupation there: [It is told] by Abu Hurayrah [one of Muhammad's
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Companions] that the Prophet said: 'The End of Days will not come
until the Muslims fight the Jews, and the Muslims will kill them, and
even if a Jew would hide behind a rock or a tree — the rock or the tree
will say: 'O Muslim, O God's servant, there is a Jew behind me, so
come and kill him!" — except the salt bush [Ghargad], for it is one of the
Jews' trees."

o2Vl edn e s sedl b Gl #8 J s I 2 0 agde sLas¥ly 5 gl Al

r_g}-!- b LIS I ol & o A J‘ F ¢ V-GJ“A:.?-H} r.hJL.,& ajbi} ¢dwdal
P els or sl 1 omu o c;,,qlwli‘..g.l;a;u,gm,u@m#apui
Y‘MUJWﬁr:g:ﬁim adJJi.L:ﬁL-_ "V'LJL' : ,-'nu-J : 1_,1).-..-“._]1,.4:: ¢ pudd |_93

LV sl o g 15 (3 )

(Faith, Grade 11 [Shar'i Stream] (2013) p. 94)

To conclude, any recognition of the PA as a state on the road to peaceful
resolution of the conflict should be pre-conditioned by changing its afore-
presented educational line from a belligerent one into a decisive commitment
to peace with Israel, exactly as it appears in Arafat's letter to Rabin. Without
such a change, any official recognition of the PA as a state will be counter-
productive to peace.

Suggested specific changes are the following ones, alongside some parallel
examples taken from Israeli schoolbooks:

Use the above-presented letter by Arafat in several textbooks in
order to assert the PA strategic goal of peaceful resolution of the
conflict with Israel.

A text in an Israeli schoolbook, for example, talks about the future
boundary demarcation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
within the peaceful resolution of the conflict:

"The border between Israel and Jordan runs along most parts of the
Rift Valley. South of the Springs Valley (Beit Shean Valley) down to the
middle of the Dead Sea, it is a border in dispute that should be
determined in a settlement between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
and Jordan. The agreed-upon borderline between Israel and Jordan
runs from the middle of the Dead Sea to Eilat."
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(Geography for Grade 6, [State & State Religious Schools] (CET, 2015)
p. 182)
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Use the letter as a tool for an official recognition of the state of
Israel on the part of the PA, to be spread in all relevant textbooks,
that is, showing the State of Israel within its pre-1967 boundaries
on the maps.

Maps in Israeli schoolbooks sometimes show the boundary lines
agreed upon in the Oslo Accords between Israeli-controlled areas and
the PA-controlled ones in the West Bank (area "A"). The following map,
titted "Map 2: The State of Israel's Borders", is one of them:

14
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(Geography for grade 6 [State & State Religious Schools] (CET, 2015)
p. 10)

¢ Disconnect the traditional Islamic ideals that carry belligerent
character, such as Jihad and martyrdom, from the current conflict
and leave them as part of past history.
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Make the books reflect the present geographical reality by
showing Tel Aviv and other main Jewish cities on maps. Avoid the
falsification of historical objects.

Restrict the struggle for liberation to the 1967 lines.

Recognize the Jews' history and holy places in the country and
avoid religious bigotry against them.

Israeli textbooks recognize both the Palestinians' national history in the
country and their holy places there

"B. Nationalist Trends among the Arabs

An Arab-Palestinian nationalist movement started to develop in the
country. Its Pan-Arab dimension emerged as part of the Arab
nationalist movement in the Middle East as a whole, in relation to all
Arabic speakers who share the Arabic culture. Its Palestinian, local,
dimension emerged against the background of the [political] interest in
the country shown by the European Powers, and became stronger with
the beginning of the Arab struggle against the Zionist movement... The
[Arab] newspaper Al-Karmal started to appear in Haifa in 1908. It called
for a struggle against the Jewish immigration and voiced the beginning
of the separate Palestinian identity. From then on, the Arab-Palestinian
national consciousness has gradually developed, which has been
integrated within the general Arab regional identity to this very day."
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(Being Citizens in Israel, [Civics, Upper Grades, State Secular & State
Religious Schools] (Ministry of Education, 2016) p. 26)

"Jerusalem's Holiness to Muslims

The holiest cities of the Islamic religion are Mecca and Medina that are
located in Saudi Arabia. Jerusalem is the third holy city [in Islam].
According to the Islamic belief, Prophet Muhammad, founder of the
Islamic religion, ascended from the Temple Mount to Heaven and was
honored by God's revelation. Since the days of Muhammad, Muslims
have continued to consider Jerusalem a holy city. Islam's two most
important places [there] are the Dome of the Rock and Al-Agsa
Mosque. The Muslims call Jerusalem Al-Quds, i.e., the Holy (City).
Since its sanctification in the eyes of Muslims as well, Jerusalem has
become a holy city to the three religions: Judaism, Christianity and
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Islam. The holy places in Jerusalem often constitute a focal point of
friction. The Temple Mount, for example, where the Dome of the Rock
is located, is also the place where the [Jewish] Temple used to stand.

One of the impressive buildings preserved from the early Muslim period
is the Dome of the Rock. The Dome of the Rock is placed above the
Foundation Stone — the stone that according to Jewish belief was in the
Holy of Holies [hall] inside the Temple. According to Islamic belief,
Prophet Muhammad ascended from there to Heaven. In the picture:
the Dome of the Rock today."
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(Geography for Grade 6 [State & State Religious Schools] (CET 2015)
p. 215)

¢ Eliminate all material exalting terror.

These are necessary steps to be taken in order to assure Israel and the world
that the establishment of a Palestinian state will not open the road to the
elimination of the State of Israel, in contrast to what is clearly reflected in the
PA curriculum today.
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